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16 April 1980 


STAT 





^ .iawXg fttt t vyT-^astounded the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors last week 
with the statement that he sees nothing 
wrong with the CIA^s hiring journalists as 
secret agents. ■ — r~~- , 

Three of our own editors- were' among 
the ASNE members present, and we can 
report from first-hand observation that it 
was one of those ; rare and disconcerting 
moments when an audience, can hardly 
believe what it has jiist heard.-/ . ^ 

Iri this instance, the speaker was equal- 
ly nonplussed by the reaction of his audi- 
ence. Turner accused the editors of being 


suggest 

Just as intelligence agents have their 
special role in serving our country, so do 
. journalists. And our job is not to become 

" to stand. outside 

/ It and tell the people,, as well and as hon- 
. .estly.as we can, what it’s doing. That’s 
y why the Constitution protects our busi- 
ness as it does no other — because we' 

.^ represent the people’s right to know. 

- We compromise and violate that inde- 
pendent, status as soon as we become co^ 
opted by the CIA or any other public or 
private entity. . 


/ 1 . t -Abe Rosenthal) executive editor of this. 

Most,jf not all,.6f the editors had deen ' l New York' Times, spoke for all of us Ad 
under the impression that the CIA was miral. when he told von ot 


, v^wiLv/io tidU UCCfl 

under the impression that the CIA was 
still sticking by a policy laid down by 
predecessor, George Bush, in 
1976. The policy was clear and simple: 

‘‘The CIA will not enter inte any paid or 
contractual relationship with any full- 
time or part-time news correspondent ac- 
credited by any U.S. news service, news- 
paper, periodical, radio or television net- 
work or station.” 

Turner, however, sairf he changed that 
policy in 1977. Since then, he has regard- 
ed it as acceptable for. the CIA to:hire ‘ 

American journalists on a covert basis — V 
so long as the move -has his personal- 
knowledge and approval/ He has given 
such approval three times, he said, and 

although those plans never materialized, yours without at lea^st an 


miral, when he told you at last week’s 
meeting in Washington that “you have 
put into question the real purpose of 
American foreign correspondents, and 
you have cast doubt on the ethical posi- 
tion of every American correspondent 
abroad.” . , . : 

The problem is that if the CIA can hir® 
even one journalist, then all journalists 
are suspect. It’s not that we don’t consid- 
er the CIA’s job important. Admiral. But 
^pur job IS at least as essential. — and 
there s no way for us to help you with 
your intelligence gathering without im- 
jpainng our own news gathering, 

I We’re dismayed. Admiral Tiimei that 
q man could rise to a position such as 
at least an elementary un- 
d^rstannina' nfi fHo press in a 

f ' r— vviiiav-h thS; U.S- 

constitution at 
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